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BIBLE STORIES 


The room was low and small and kind, 
And in its cupboard old, 

The shells were set out to my mind; 
The cups I loved with rims of gold. 


Then, with that good gift which she had, 
My mother showed at will, 

David, the ruddy Syrian lad, 
With his few sheep upon a hill. 


A shop down a rude country street, 
The chips strewn on the floor, 
And faintly keen across the heat; 
The simple kinsfolk at the door. 


Mary anid the homely din, 
As slim as violet; 
The little Jesus just within, 
About His Father’s business set. 


My mother rose, and then I knew 
As she stood smiling there, 

Her gown was of that gentle blue 
Which she had made the Virgin wear. 


How fair the very chairs were grown! 
The gilt rose on each back 

Into a Syrian rose was blown, 
And not our humble gold and black. 


That week long, in our acres old, 
Lad David did I see; 

From out our cups with rims of gold, 
The little Jesus Subbed with me. 


--Lizette Woodworth Reese, Exchange. 
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AM I MY BROTHER’S KEEPER? 


RICHARD W. INGLE 


HE power which the Bible holds 
| ee our lives is not only to be found 

in the truth it proclaims but in the 
questions it asks, Many of Jesus’ most 
‘rofound messages were conveyed, not 
iy lengthy discourse, but by simple, 
tungent questions. When the Master 
ssked, ‘“‘What does it profit a man to 
gain the world and lose his soul?’’-- 
ve can be sure that no one left his side 
rith a sense of complacency. When 
‘ames and John were quarreling over 
avoritism in the Master’s eyes, he 
uelled their selfish ambition with a 
imple question, ‘‘Are ye able to drink 
mae cup | drink?’’ Such profound ques- 
ons are not only to be found in the gos- 
sels but in the Old Testament as well. 

Do you recall the account of Cain and 
\bel? The brothers were alone in a field; 
‘ain, jealous of Abel’s favor in the 
sight of God, slays his brother. Upon 
sturning from the field, Cain is ques- 
soned by the Lord as to Abel’s where- 
bouts. Shrugging his shoulders he an- 
wwers, “‘Am I my brother’s keeper?’’ 
‘hat is a disturbing question, is it not? 
_has always been so! It is today, and 
robably always will be, so long as man 
‘as a heart and a conscience. 

What is our response to this Biblical 
uestion? | am afraid it is, only too of- 
en, arather weary and forlorn response. 
isk the man on the street at income 
ax time whether or not he is his bro- 
ier’s keeper, and he might reply, “‘Yes, 
ut under protest.”” Put the question to 

Christian layman, and he might say 
rearily, ‘‘Yes, I support foreign mis- 
ions, the Red Cross and other chari- 
-es.”’ Put the question to any one of 
s, and though the answer may be in the 
ffirmative it would probably be with 
_sigh of resignation. You see, we so 
ften interpret this question ne 
terial terms--in sharing our dollars 


rst Congregational Church ; : 
incy, Illinois — 


1 cents--that the question has lost — 
ach of its spiritual significance, and _ 


has boiled down to--‘‘brother can you 
spare a dime?’’ Yet | wonder whether 
this is the sum and substance of this 
question? 


1. Let us consider this question in the 
light of its broader and deeper implica- 
tions.*‘AM I my brother’s keeper?’ Yes, 

I am keeper of one of his most prized 
ossessions--his good name, Though we 
live in a materialistic age, in the final 

analysis, there is little else we cherish 

more than a good name, Take away our 

luxuries and conveniences and we still 

can make a go of it. But take away our 

reputation and the respect of others and 
we are dealt a staggering blow. As hu- 
man beings we will go to no ends to pre- 
serve our honor and respect. But have 
you ever considered that the trusteeship 
of your good name is not in your hands 
alone, but in the hands of your fellow- 
men as well, It is true that we build 
the structure of a good name through our 

own efforts, and we maintain it day by 
day through our actions; still its preser- 
vation, in a very vital sense, is in the 
hands of others. 

I am a minister. An inquiry comes to 
me concerning a youth facing the alter- 
native of prison or probation. This 
youth’s future may well hang in the bal- 
ance at the tip of my pen. / am my bro- 
ther’s keeper! Here is a store manager 
who has an employee seeking work i 
where. This employee’s future may be 
determined by the manager’s recommen- 
dation or lack of it. This manager, too 
is his brother’s keeper. 

We hold great power over one another 


2 


_ through the power of judgment, An idle 


word, a vindictive word, an indifferent 


- word concerning another can hurt him 


where it hurts the most--his good name. 


_ Perhaps the most of us, including min- 
-.isters, should underline in our minds 


and hearts the words of Jesus, “‘ Jud 
not, that he be not judged.’ Possibly 
we should turn to the Sioux Indians for 


a daily prayer, ‘‘Great Spirit help me 
- never to judge another unti 


Ihave walked 
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two weeks in his moccassins.” Dwight 
Morrow, when asked the reason for his 
success in dealing with the people of 
of Mexico, said: “‘] never judge a per- 
son until [ discover what he would like 
to be as well as what he really is.” 
We are our brother’s keeper whether we 
like it or mt. 


2. Again, this is a vital question in the 
realm of friendship.The greatest posses- 
sion we ever hold in trust is another’s 
friendship; for in this priceless bond we 
hold in our keeping another’s most preci- 
ous possessions, his love and trust! 
The most heart-broken persons [ have 
ever known during my parish ministry 
have been persons who have had their 
love and devotion violated and betrayed. 

There are those individuals who pride 
themselves in their so-called ‘tugged 
individualism’’--in their ‘‘ability’’ to 
say or do anything they please, regard- 
less of the hurt and unhappiness it may 
bring to others. Friendships are but a 
means to an end--and that end is their 
own selfish advantage. When a friend- 
ship loses its color, it is violated with- 
out a backward glance. Such people may 
think they are knocking at the doors of 
freedom; but in reality they are knocking 
at the gates of Hell. For Hellis that 
place where one no longer has the capa- 
city to love. Friendship is life’s great- 
est blessing; but it is also life’s great- 
est responsibility. It means that one is 
not only a stockholder in another’s joy 
and good fortune; but also a keeper of 
his trust and welfare. If we would ac- 
cept our brother’s friendship, we also 
must accept the truth that we are our 
brother’s keeper. 


3. Not only are we our brother’s keeper 
in terms of friendship, but in the light 
of his faith in humanity. Why do you be- 
lieve in the human race in spite of all 

of man’s evil doing? Why do you believe 
that human beings are entitled to your 
respect, good will and cooperation? Cer- 
tainly the answer to our faith in others 
is not simply a matter of blind convic- 
tions. We believe in man because many 
men and women who have crossed the 

pathways of our lives have exemplified 
in their own lives the dignity of man. 
Jane Addams of Hull House fame was 
told of a foreigner who was in prison. 
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She visited the man and afterwards said; 
“‘Tfound a bitter, hardened man. He came 
to this country with hope in his heart,- 
but he found indifference, misunderstand 
ing, hatred, poverty and despair. I be. 
lieve if one single person had spoken 
kindly to him he would not have become 
a murderer. Now we are too late.’’ 

You and | are salesmen of a vital com- 
modity which is becoming scarce today - 
-- the dignity of man! We advertise it or, 
fail to advertise it every time we meet a 
fellow human being; whether it be in our 
homes, churches, or on a crowded street, 
or bus. Our sales talk is our honesty, 
kindness, neighborliness toward others, 
How much of the fear and mistrust so 

: : , a 
evident in our world today is due to the 
fact that we have lost sight of this truth 


-- that we are our brother’s keeper. 
4, How vital is this Biblical question in 
the realm of religion! When Eugene Debs 
was imprisoned because of conscienti- 
ous principles against the first World War. 
he became interested in a Negro prisoner 
said to be incorrigible, devoid of a spark 
of goodness. Since the negro would not 
speak to anyone, Debs_ started a cam- 
paign of kindness by leaving an orange 
on the negro’s bed and going off without 
a word. In spite of many rebuffs he grad- 
ually penetrated the hard exterior of the 
man, and the two became fast friends. 
Years later at the news of Deb’s death, . 
the negro, now a useful citizen, exclaim- 
ed: ‘‘‘He was the only Jesus Christ | | 
ever knew.”’ , 
Well, you and I may be the only Jesus” 
Christ that many unfortunate people may 
ever know. What was it that really made 
you a convinced Christian? Was it not 
some concrete experience when someone 
touched your life who had the love of 
Christ in his heart? And because of that 
one person you could say to yourself, 
“This is not myth, this is reality!’ To-_ 
day, we who call ourselves Christians, , 
need the conviction of the old lady who, 
upon being teased by a man that Christ 
might let her slip ont of his hand, re-_ 
plied, *I am his hand.” It is through — 
our lives that God transmits a goodly 
share of His love and grace. What bet-) 
ter could be said of us than was said of - 
Dick Sheppard, ‘‘Were all other proofs 
to fail me, that man alone would compel 
me to believe that God exists, and that 


The Ex posite : 


I- Used by permission-"'A Treasury of Sermon 


jgdon Press. 
2- Ibid. 


\IFE IS NOT A PRISON 


.. IRVING BENSON 


‘omments written on a holiday trip 


HERE are times in life when 
we are wise to do less so that 
.M thereafter we may do more. 

I remember Sir Douglas Copland 
lling me: “‘Life becomes too busy 
id a man reaches a stage where 
xe ought to be able to retire to some 
sort of monastery for a year, where 
-e can think deeply.” 

We can become so involved that 
we only see timber and miss the 
ees, 

We need to lift up our eyes to the 
tills whence cometh our help: Life 
ends to settle into a groove, and 
L “ae may become a grave. 

ven Christ rested and retired 
‘rom the crowds that besieged Him. 
e said to His Disciples “‘Come ye 
yourselves and rest awhile.”’ 
There was so much coming and 
zoing that they had not leisure so 
uch as to eat, explains the Gos- 
»el writer. 
I often repeat to myself Bishop 
eckersteth’s hymn: -- 
Come ye yourselves apart 
and rest awhile; 
Weary, I know it, of the 

press and throng. 

Wipe from your brow the 

sweat and dust of toil 

And in My quiet strength 

again be strong. 


It is that renewal of quiet strength 
e need if our accelerated activity 
s not to be ineffective fussiness. 


elbourne Herald, Australia 


llustrations’’ Edited by Charles L. Wallis, Ab- 


Looking at our habits and methods 
from the distance of a holiday, freed 
from racing the clock, days crowded 
with appointments and plans, striv- 
ing ever to edge a little more into 
the hours, we find that in a curious 
way we miss this routine. 

Some people on shipboard are end- 
lessly bored because unconsciously 
they miss the support routine gives 
to the mind. The daily round sus- 
tains us so long as we do not be- 
come its slaves. 

I crossed the Marseilles Harbor 
to the rocky island crowned by the 
Chateau d’If-that prim, inhuman 
prison where Mirabeau, the ‘“‘Man in 
the Iron Mask,’’ Dumas’ Count of 
Monte Cristo, and the Abbe Faria 
were incarcerated. 

All the cells, I noticed, had only 
a view across the narrow stone court- 
yard, Only one had a slit looking at 
the blue Meditteranean. 

Whether our daily routine is a self- 
made prison or a programme with an 
outlook to the far horizon, depends 
on our thoughts and the attitude of 
our spirit. 

I knew a woman in the Western 
District of Victoria who had never 
seen the sea, although she lived 


only 50 miles away. “‘It must be 


wonderful,’’ she said. 

She gave birth to a child in the 
morning and was sewing bags of 
wheat in the late afternoon. ; 

Wonderful devotion, an iron sense. 
of duty --but was it not her duty al- 
so to walk the sands and hear the 
thundering breakers and gaze to the 
far horizon? y 

On the ship is a wonderful old 
lady of 85. She has been on all the 
trips to Kandy, Cairo, Pompeii and 
she will tour England and the con- 
tinent for the first time. Her enjoy- 
ment of all she sees is infectious. 
After a hard working life she is 
realising her cherished longing to 
travel. 

A traveller in South America met 
an old priest in an out-of-the-way 
place. He asked the man, who seemed 
too old to travel, what he was doing. 

“Qh, just seeing the world,”’ said 
the priest with a tired smile. “Isn’t 
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it rather late in life to begin?’’ asked 
the traveller. 

“‘Well,’’ the priest replied, ‘‘I have 
lived and worked all my life in a 
quiet little place. A year ago I had 
a severe illness and seemed likely 
to die. 

“‘T saw a man standing by me with 
a strange brightness and | saw that 
it was an angel. He said ‘‘What are 
you expecting?’’ and I answered, 
“‘T am waiting upon God, and hope 
that He will take me to the glory of 
Heaven.”’ 

“The angel looked rather sadly 


FAITH and HEALING 


CECIL C. URCH 
() es IS an age of skepticism and 


doubt concerning miraculous cures 

effected by the simple laying on of 
hands. Jesus’ healing of the paralytic 
in the Gospel of St. Matthew, the ninth 
chapter, goes much deeper than the sur- 
face. 

He looked deeply into the harrassed 
soul of the paralyzed man and spoke to 
the need which He saw there, ‘Courage, 
son, your sins are forgiven.’’That seems 
to say, “I restore to you your self-re- 
spect. Go forth and meet men unafraid.”’ 

The scribes and pharisees were as- 
tonished and shocked. Obviously they 
were thinking, ““This man is blasphem- 
ing. Only God can forgive sins.” 

Knowing their thoughts, Jesus con- 
tinued calmly, “I have power to for- 
give sins, but I cannot prove it. I have 
power to heal this man, and I can; prove 
it, If I heal him, perhaps you will be- 
lieve that I have authority from God.” 

Ignoring His critics in the gallery, He 
turns to the patient-who was lying on 
a pallet at His feet. “Take up your bed,” 
He commanded. That seems to say, ‘‘I 
give you the ability to carry your part 
of the world’s work.” 

Have you ever walked out of a hospi- 
tal after weary weeks of staring at four 
- walls, wondering whether you could ever 
again assume your rightful place in the 
community as a contributor to its wel- 
fare? Wondering whether you could ever 
walk again, whether your mind could ever 
Woodstock, Illinois 
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and said ‘‘No, you have taken so 
little trouble to see the glory of His 
world here that you must not expect 
to appreciate the glory of Heaven.”’ 

“In a moment he was gone, and 
all my pride was gone, too. [| re- 
covered from that moment and then 
I determined that I would use the 
little money I had saved in trying 
to see something of the beauty of 
the world, and I am seeing it and 
finding it beautiful beyond words.”’ 

We must tell ourselves that we 
are in danger of leaving some things 
too late in life. 


again function clearly enough for you to 
express your thoughts and influence men 
and women to walk in the Light of Christ? 
At long last you walk out of the shad- 
owy, antiseptic halls of misery into 
God’s invigorating sunshine, you now 
breathe deeply of the clean fresh air, 
new strength and new hope well up in 
your heart. Only after such an experi- 
ence can you really know what St. Paul 
meant by his statement that ‘‘old things 
are passed away.’’ Only then can you 
know the exhilirating sensation that 
you are truly a “‘new creature in Christ 
Jesus.”’ 

And then he said to the dazed young 
man who'was standing on his own two 
feet for the first time in his life, ‘‘Go 
to your home.”’ That seems to say, ‘J 
make it possible for you to reunite in 
active love your normal social relation- 
ships.”” 

His scoffers and critics could not be- 
lieve the evidence of their own eyes. 
Life beginning to flow through limbs’ 
that for years iu been lifeless! A look 
of mingled joy and amazement on his” 
face, the young patient “‘arose and went 
home.”* He took a few uncertain steps, 
like a baby just learning to toddle; for 
mobility was a new sensation to him,’ 
Then how proudly he carried himself- 
--for the first time in his life, he was 
walking! Even the cynics could not re 
tain their cynicism. ‘“‘They glorified 
God who had given such power to men.”” 

Is it any wonder that they did? Some 
such sense of awe and humility come 
to all who see the power of Faith in 

e-( See Page 250 
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The Thread From Aloue 


by JOHANNES JORGENSEN 


It was a beautiful morning in September. All the meadows glistened 
in the dew and through the air the silky threads of the hastening summer 
came floating by. From far away they came and far away they drifted. 


One of these threads was caught in the top of a tree, and its pilot, a 
tiny golden and black spider, left his fairy-ship to explore the more solid 
ground of a leaf. 


The new domain did not quite suit him, and with quick resolve he spun 
a new thread by which he descended to a large hedge of thorns. 


Here was a multitude of protruding buds and twigs among which 
a net could be spun. The spider set to work immediately, and he anchored 
the upper corner of the net in the thread by which he had descended. 


The web was large and beautiful. It had a special character, for it was 
as if it reached into the empty air. No one could see the strand which 
carried its top, for one must have sharp vision in order to see a fine little 
spider thread, 


Days came and days went by. The supplies of flies diminished, and the 
spider was compelled to enlarge the web, so that it could cover more space 
and catch more flies. Due to the thread from above this extension was 
unexpectedly successful. So the spider continued to expand, into the air 
and far to the sides. The web covered the whole width of the hedge, and 
during the wet mornings of October it was filled with shiny drops so that 
it resembled a veil of pearly sequins. 


The spider was proud of his work. He was no longer an insignificant 
pilot who had sailed through the air on a thread without a penny in his 
pocket—so to speak—and with no other assets than his productive glands. 
He was now a fat and prosperous spider and he owned the largest web on 


the hedge. 


One morning he awoke unusually ill-humored. The night had been 
frosty and not a single ray of sunshine was to be seen. No flies hummed 
through the air. Hungry and idle the spider sat through the whole dreary 
afternoon. 


In order to kill time he started upon a tour of inspection of the web 
to see if it needed reinforcement and repair. He tugged at all the threads 
to feel how well they were fastened. But although he could find no faults, 
he continued to be insufferably cranky. 


i. In the extreme corner of the web he then found a thread which he all 
; at once did not seem to recognize. All the others went from here to there. _ 
_ The spider knew every twig to which they were fastened. But this com- 
i. pletely irrelevant thread went nowhere. It just rose into the air, 
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The spider rose on his rear legs and 
peered upward with all his many eyes. 
But he failed to see the source of the 
thread. To all appearances it came -— 
down from the clouds. 

The spider became more and more ° 
disgusted. He-continued to stare but to 
no avail. No recollection remained that 
he had descended that very thread on a 
bright September day. And he failed to 
remember how useful the thread had 


been when the web was built and when ~ 


it had been expanded. 

The spider had forgotten everything ! 
He could see only a stupid, useless, 
thread which went nowhere in particu - 
lar, just ascended into the empty air. 

““Begone!”’ said the spider, and with 
a single bite he severed the thread. 

Immediately the web collapsed. The 
whole artistic filigree tumbled down- 
--and when the spider regained consci- 
ousness he lay between the leaves of 
the hedge with the web as a damp rag 
over his head. In one moment he _ had 
destroyed his whole work--because he 
did not understand the significance of 
the thread from above. 

--From The Chicago Lutheran 
Seminary Record 


THE OPEN ROAD 


Many stories and songs have been 
written about the ‘“‘Open Road.”’ 

A radio actor, taking the part of a 
truck driver in a recent drama of the air, 
said at one point, “‘It isn’t lonely on 
the road.”’ 

Life is a road,..... with a one way 
traffic. But the scenery and events are 
interesting, thrilling and challenging. 
Especially intriguing are the curves. 
One approaches them in an expectant 
mood. What lies around the bend? Were 
the road one straight thorofare without 
a break or rise or curve, the journey 
would be deadly monotonous. 

As we look back we can recall the 
people whom we have met. Some have 
made the pilgrimage pleasant. Others 
have contributed without a word of 
friendliness or sign of comradship. They 
exist only for themselves. They are 
greedy and selfish. They seek their 
own comfort, safety and gain. They 
perish before the end of the road is 


Page 238 


reached. There is no Mecca for such 
pilgrims. 
On the ‘‘Road of Life’’ we become a 
part of all the contracts we have made. 
Some are good, some are bad. The sum 
of it all spells character. On the Road 
we appropriate or reject according to 


taste or desire., We may be left wealthy | 


or bereft: The choice is ours. 

The i 
culture. There are good books and pic- 
tures. There is music and poetry. Best 
of all there are friendships and compan- 


ionships, which make the journey less | 


difficult. These are offered to us. Have 
we the same currency and traffic for 
others? 

A creed may mean what we reject as 
well as what we approve. It may be 
positive or negative. 

Our communion table is a shrine be- 
fore which we pause for the spiritual 
strength and physical stamina we need 
for the journey. Our burdens are not 
lightened but our backs are made strong. 
In this way we are enabled to carry on. 


-R.B.- 
SAY “Wh?” 
The Lord said, 
“Say ‘WE? 99 
I shook my head, hid my hands behind 
my back, 


And said, stubbornly, 
sd E ? 


The Lord said, 

“‘Say eed 

But I look upon them grimy and all awry, 
Myself in all those casted shapes, a 
“Ah, no!”’ 

Distastefully I tumed my head away, 
Persisting, ‘“They!”’ 


The Lord said, 

“Say ‘We’ 2 

And I at last, 

Richer by a hoard 

Of tears, 

Look in their eyes, and find the heavy 
word 

That bent my neck and bowed my head, 

And like shamed school-boy, I mumbled 


low, 
“We, Lord!’’ 
Exchange. 
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INEW BOOK OUTLINES 
|FILM WORSHIP SERVICES 


A new booklet,by the Rev. Donald 
IR. Lantz, religious education director 
ifor Family Films, Inc., Hollywood pro- 
ducers of motion pictures of church 
and religious TV-programs, offers 26- 
detailed outlines for worship services, 
each including a sound motion picture 
idealing with a major incident in the 
ife of Christ! 

*‘Our chief concern,’’ the author sum- 
arizes, ‘‘is that the Gospel of Christ 
night be communicated more effective- 


lines and suggestions are developed 
simple enough and yet 
complete enough so that even the more 


rship services can feel confident.” 
Each outline suggests a theme, a 
a call to worship, several suitable 
rhhymns and Scripture readings, prayer, 
introductory remarks leading into the 
showing of the sound motion picture, 
sand closing remarks for the leader. 
he films are short, each approximate- 
ly a quarter hour, so as to give ample 
ime for expansion of the theme to suit 
pany denominational or local applica- 
ion. 
The principles as well as techni- 
rques outlined in this booklet have been 
rapplied in worship services at scores 
bof religious audio-visual workshops 
sconducted by the Rev. Lantz in all 
‘parts of the country. The films,the 
“Living Bible’’ series-- are readily 
ravailable on a rental basis from re- 
lligious film libraries. In addition to 
*heir suitability as worship service 
hemes, these films find many uses 


Int 


UHURGH AT WORK 


such as in Bible classes, youth and 
adult groups, S.S. departments and 
classes, or wherever a series of ser- 
mons or studies on the Life and Teach- 
ings of Christ are the focal point of the 
church’s program. The new Lantz book- 
let correlates the films, in proper chrom 
ological order, with the numerous Bible 
passages on which they are based, and 
in another section suggests topics for 


special studies involving seasonal or 
topical emphasis. 


The book, ‘26 Living Bible Film 
Worship Services,’’ is being sold by 
religious film libraries, audio-visual 
education dealers and bookstores at 
25 cents a copy. 


SHIELDING A CHILD 
May Not Be Best Idea 


Shielding a child from sorrow may not 
always be best, according to Dr. Freda 
S. Kehm, Director of the Ass’n. for Fam- 
ily Living, Chicago. 

It may be preferable to help the child, 
with love and understanding, to face the 
realities of a tragedy, she added in an 
article in Nat’]. Parent-Teacher Magazine. 

When a death occurs, she wrote, hav- 
ing definite information may be more help- 
ful to the child than having anxiety over 
what happened. 

“‘The death of a loved one is one of 
the major calamities that children can 
face,’’ she says. “‘Sooner or later chil- 
dren must learn about death. The fact is 
there, and no hiding or denying will al- 
ter it. 

“There is comfort for the youngster 
in sharing the loss with his family who 
feel the same sorrow.”’ 
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New SCRIPTURE-GUIDE 
Provides Answers to Personal 
Problems through Reading 


of the Bible 


he 
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A new device, called SCRIPTURE- 
GUIDE is now being marketed, to help 
people use the Bible for personal Guid- 
ance. Made up in the form of an easy-to 
-use dial, the GUIDE lists 36 common 
emotional problems, with 7 answers for 
each (one for each day of the week) or 
252 Bible passages in all. Many prob- 
lems are inter-related, so that an im- 
mense selection of references is given 
to each problem. 

SCRIPTURE-GUIDE can be used by 
all faiths, with all Bibles, in providing 
quick, ready answers to such problems 
as: If you are afraid to face the future; 
If you doubt the life hereafter; If you 
are harrassed by money matters; If you 
are in serious trouble; If you are lonely; 
or sick, discouraged, etc. 

The Guide provides a universal way 
to find the answers to personal prob- 
lems through the Bible, and is ideal for 
use by families and-groups in discus- 
sions and get-togethers, answers to the 
knotty-problems, or comfort in everyday 
living. It encourages more wide and the 
thoughtful use of Scripture. 

The Guide is recommended as a worthy 
and helpful gift. Size 6-1/8”’ round, sold 
with a money-back guarantee of Satis- 
faction, $2 each, postpaid, from -- 

Ledies Compan 

6634 Lankershim Blvd. 

No. Hollywood, California 


—_—_—————— 
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ONE PREACHER’S NEW YEAR 


Resolutions 


“This set of resolutions appeared in | 


a prominent Methodist magazine, now 
discontinued since 1940, and later in the 
Texas Christian Advocate (1952) 
quite a number of ministers have express- 
ed themselves as having benefitted by 
them, and | thought that even a greater 
number might be helped through having 
them printed in The Expositor,”’ writes 
Rev. William E. Hull, Pasadena, Texas, 
and adds that ‘“These resolutions were 
used for nearly 20-years by this writer 
with some modifications from time to 
time. He does not claim to have lived 


and | 


up to them fully, but they have definite- , 
ly been of great help in carrying forward — 


the work of the ministry, and are not 
copyrighted.”” 


One Preacher’s New Year Resolutions 


RESOLVED: 

That I will be more consecrated 
to the Lord Jesus Christ than in the 
past; 

That I will be more given to pray- 
er than ever before; 

That I will plan well the year’s 
work together with my fellow-work- 
ers and make the plans thoroughly 
known to all the congregation; 

That I will carry out these plans 
vigorously and courageously under 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit! 

That I will look well to the im- 
provement of my preaching-ministry, 
sparing neither the time nor effort 
in doing so; 

That there shall be no compro- 
mise with evil in order to win per- 
sonal favor, applause, or apparent 
temporary success; 

That I will live with a purpose 
single to the exaltation of Jesus 
Christ in the hearts of my people 
to the Glory of God; 

That I will allow nothing that 
may arise to interrupt the spirit of 
brotherly love towards anyone, es- 
pecially towards those to whom it 
is my duty to minister; 

That I will keep a clear and far- 
flung vision of the Kingdom of God 
to be planted in the lives of the peo- 
ble of this world; ; 

That I will give daily attention — 
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; 


to correction of defects in speech 
sand personal habits and give prop- 
er time to relaxation and the devel- 
Opment of poise and power, 


MARTIN LUTHER 
bon the SACRED STAIRS 


“‘So many speakers and writers now- 
padays speak of the famous experience 
pof Martin Luther on the Sacred Stairs 
has a myth or legend that it might seem 
jell to set the matter right by the fol- 
jlowing quotation,”’ writes the Rev. Na- 
tthan R. Wood, 7600 Teasdale, St. Louis 
p>, Missouri. 

“Dr. F. M. Boreham,in his ‘Bunch of 
fverlastings’, a series of texts which 
made their distinguished users what 
|tthey were, tells that in the Library of 
udolstadt there is a letter in the hand- 
riting of Dr. Paul Luther, Martin Lu- 
ther’s youngest son, which reads,”’ 
tcontinues Rev. Wood, — 


“In the year 1544 my late dearest 

ather, in the presence of us all, narra- 
ted the whole story of his journey to 
HRome. He acknowledged with great joy 
that, in that city, through the Spirit of 
Jesus Christ, he had come to the knowl- 
eedge of the truth of the everlasting gos- 
mel. It happened in this way. As he re- 
peated his prayers on the Lateran stair- 
ase, the words of the Prophet Habak- 
kkuk came suddenly to his mind: ‘The 
jjust shall live by faith,’ There-upon he 
ceased his prayers, returned to Witten- 
tberg, and took this as the chief foun- 
ation of all his doctrine.” 
I have long believed, as perhaps you 
thave believed, that the famous incident 
took place. For many of us have seen 
tthe long lines of people going up the 
stairs, Perales for some time on each 
estep for prayer. 

And I believe that many who have 
odoubted the story will be glad to learn 
that there on those stairs on the Via 
iBabuino in Rome, the Reformation, al- 
weady begun in Luther’s heart, took de- 
icisive form, as he rose and went down 
pe stairs and out into the sunlight a 
free man. ~ : pee: : 

_ And it is interesting, - is it not? -as 
an instance of God’s long, patient wait- 
ing, and then his decisive action, that 
labakkuk’s words, ‘‘The just shall live 
faith” had no effect on the Jewish 
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nation; that centuries later Paul quoted 
those words in his might Epistle to the 
Romans; but that it was not until fifteen 
hundred years later still, that on the 
<< ° é 

Sacred Stairs’? both Habakkuk’s and 
Paul’s words came to final fruition in 
Martin Luther’s inspired act which set 
the Reformation on Fire! 


---Nathan R. Wood. 


E&R DELEGATES 
VOTE for MERGER 


Delegates to the 10th-triennial Gen- 
eral Synod of the Evangelical & Reform - 
ed Church voted unanimously Monday to 
merge with the Congregational Chris- 
tian Churches, according to a United 
Press report, Sept. 4, 1956, from Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania. 

The newly-formed organization, to be 
known as the United Church of Christ, 
will have about 2,000,000 members, and 
will be the sixth largest Protestant De- 
nomination in the U.S. 

Representatives of both denomina- 
tions will meet in Cleveland, Ohio, July 
25-28, 1957, to conclude the merger. 


CHURCH FUND RAISING ~ 
Norman E. Nygaard, D. D. 


Dr. Nygaard is a Presbyterian Minister who 
bas contributed regularly to The Expositor 
for more than thirty years. For the last six 
years be has given full time to writing and 
professional fund-raising for churches 
she ke se ke ee 

For information which will belp you in con- 
sidering or planning your Fund-Raising Cam- 
paign, fill in and mail the coupon below.No 
obligation. 


Dr. Norman E. Nygaard 
The Expositor, Box 81, East Aurora, N. Y. 


Please send me _ information regarding 
your Church Fund Raising Campaigns 


Name 


Address 


City or Town 


State 
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Denomination 


NOTICE OF REZONING 


ARTHUR H. KOLSTI 


TEXT; Isaiah 11:6 And the wolf shall 
dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with - 
the kid, 


N OUR community we are familiar 
| exouen with hearings to consider 
petitions to rezone property. In 
the past we have had occasion as in- 
dividuals and as a church to be con- 
cerned with some of these petitions. 
If an area of land is rezoned the pat- 
tern of community life can be influen- 
ced. There are times when we feel that 
certain petitions to rezone will not 
serve the moral and spiritual welfare 
of the community. At such times, we 
do what we can to defeat the petition. 
There are times, however, wher op- 
position to rezoning is not cast in mor- 
al terms. In some communities the citi- 
zens are much concerned about zon- 
ing laws. Here the laws serve to pro- 
tect a vested material interest by in- 
suring that only certain homes shall 
be built in the area, thus reserving 
the neighborhood for a certain econom- 
ic group. We know what our own reac- 
tion might be to a petition to rezone 
a large tract of land that smaller homes 
might be built on smaller lots. We also 
know what our motives would be in re- 
ne such a petition. 

Apply this thought on rezoning to the 
realm of the spiritual and moral, and 
you catch at once the unsettling im- 
pact of what God is up to in this world. 
I say unsettling because rezoning can 


Lyonsville Congregational Church 
La Grange, Illinois 


Page 242 


1 ee ad ae 
be a most msettling thing. It can be 
good news or bad news, depending on 
which side of the petition you stand! 

This thought of rezoning first struck 
me by thinking of a possible situation 
in relation to a promise of Jesus. Sup- 
pose theré was in our community a land- 
owner with several hundred acres. Sup- 
pose further that he succeeded in get- 
ting this land rezoned that he might 
sell the smallest possible lots for the 
smallest cost.What a change this would 
bring to the community. What anxiety 
and fear this might produce as we 
think of this change in terms of the 
influx of all sorts and conditions of — 
persons. 

Now turn to the promise of Jesus 
-‘‘the meek shall inherit the earth.”’ 
Isn’t this exactly what he was sp eak- 
ing about,-rezoning? He speaks of 
the dispossesed and disinherited re- 
ceiving their portion of the earth’s 
surface. This is really a revolution- 
ary statement! When you consider it 
in terms of rezoning you catch its full 
impact. No wonder the leaders of Is- 
rael, those who had everything neat- 
ly divided up, feared this man and his . 
words, 

We speak of the Christmas tidings - 
as good news. Indeed they are! But 
news that is good to ‘one man may be _ 
bad to another. It all depends on what 
kind of news you want to hear, It was i 
good news to the shepherds for the Ad- 
vent song promised to these victims of _ 
religious discrimination a place in the 
love and care of God. The star spelt 
good news to the Magi, for it spoke of 
universal good will. The Gospel was E 
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ood news to Mary, Joseph, Zechariah, 
sulizabeth, Anna, and Simeon, for it 
ppoke of God with them in their sim- 
ble and honest lives: But the Advent 
vas bad news to Herod. We read in 
Matthew’s account how he was unset- 
led and ordered the murder of the male 
thildren of Bethlehem. There is no 
boubt that he read in the birth announce- 
ident the sign of judgement and a threat 
b> his vested interest. 

St. Luke has placed on the lips of 
lWary that ancient Christian hymn called 
ne Magnificat. Someone has called this 
e€ most revolutionary document ever 
irritten. Indeed, it is! 

“the has scattered the proud in the im- 
tgination of their hearts, he has put 
llown the mighty from their thrones and 
2xalted those of low degree: he has 
filled the hungry with good things and 
the rich he has sent empty away.”’ 


this was hardly a song to sing in the 
nd where Herod ruled. This is some- 
ting different in the way of a Christ- 
as carol. Thoughts as these could 
reed trouble. They did! Herod acted 
iftly. ““Tell me,’’ he asked, ‘‘where 
s the child that I might come and wor- 
1ip him.”’ 

This is a song that dipped into the 
tture and envisioned a day when Her- 
M1 would go; Caesar would go. As we 
ass the pages of history, other names 
ass in review-- Attila, Napoleon, Hit- 
nr, Mussolini; Stalin. All now departed, 
| now just a memory as Mary’s Son 
mains a living and active force.Mark- 
g history we also trace the fires of 
-volution upsetting the neatly zoned 
horld of the aristocrat, the tyrant, the 
tcist, and the exploiter. 

Dip into the book of Isaiah for a mo- 
pent to the place where the young 
ophet scans the seething life of his 
ay. He marks the rampant materialism, 
e trust in weapons of war, man’s ex- 
soitation of his fellow man, the fail- 
re of diplomacy. He marks how men 
ave neatly zoned out their attitudes, 
ows hate Edomites, both hate Assy- 
ans, the wealthy despise the poor, 
ction contends with faction. To those 
\. eking a word of hope he proclaims 
od’s intention to reshuffle history. 
“One day,’’ he says, ‘a branch shall 
sme forth out of the root of Jesse..... 
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and the Spirit of the Lord shall rest 
upon him, € spirit of wisdom and un- 
derstanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord.’’ Then he goes On to 
paint’ in a moving picture the fulfil]- 
ment of the Creator’s purpose. 


‘and the wolf shal] dwell with the 


lamb, and the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid,’’ ; 


“fand the calf and the young lion 
and the fatling together, and a 
child shall lead them.’” 


In these verses, the prophet speaks 
of two things. First, he really speaks 
of the pacifying of the animal world. 
This thought is strange to us who live 
in a land no longer populated by the 
lion, the bear, and the wolf. To primi- 
tive man the domestication of the ani- 
mals was of the utmost importance. 
Once he had established community, 
his next problem was the subduing of 
the animals. Now in the conflict of man 
and the animals the Bible has a view 
odd to us. The Bible relates this con- 
flict to man’s sinfulness which has cre- 
ated distrust between man and the low- 
er creatures. There is a rift of disun- 
ion running through the whole of cre- 
ation.In this light we understand Paul, 
“‘the whole creation awaits with eager 
expectation the revelation of the sons 
of God.”’ 

We may think this a strange idea, but 
be not hasty to cast it aside. Certain- 
ly dog lovers will testify to the ways 
man can exercise dominion over animals ~ 
once trust has been established. Poe- 
try readers will recall the lines of Rob- 
ert Burns to the field mouse.Nor should 
we forget the closing lines of Jonah; 
**And should I not be concerned about 
Ninevah, that great city, wherein dwell 
countless persons and much cattle.”’ 
I do not want to build a doctrine of the 
animals, suffice it to point out that the 
Bible asserts a rift pervading all areas 
of creation. 

Secondly, and more important, the 
prophet is sharing with us the inten- 
tion of God to bring all things into a 
relation of peace and union. Our be- 
lief about God in Christ cpoon eae 
the world to himself deals with muc 
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more than our individual salvation. It 
speaks of the reconciliation of a bro- 
ken order of creation, Van in his sin 
has zoned humanity according to his 
own self interest.Fear and rivalry have 
been the handmaids of selfishness as 
man has sought to hold his gains at 
the expense of his brother. We think 
naturally of class, race, and tribe con- 
sciousness. In our own minds, we have 
our own particular zoning code, as we 
divide men in terms of ‘‘our kind of 
people.” 

This is why we have titled this text, 
a notice to rezone. The text speaks of 
the union of those at enmity, it speaks 
of the erasure of fear, distrust and hate. 
It speaks of the lifting of man-made 
barriers. It challenges the assump- 
tion that man’s disorder has any sem- 
blance to God’s design. Most important 
of all, it declares the Creator’s inten- 
tion to fulfill his purpose of an unzoned 
community. 

The prophet voiced the hope of a 
new mind and heart. He spoke of the 
branch out of the root of Jesse, a Mes- 
siah upon whom would rest a new Spir- 
it. We Christians find that hope incar- 
nate in the person of Jesus! Here we 
find the unzoned heart, embracing Jew 
Roman, and Samaritan. Here we find 
a mind unfettered by the old preroga- 
tives of prestige and power. Here in 
Jesus we mark a new way of living, a 
way that dissolves discord in love. 

Jesus Christ has rezoned history! 

Consider some of the zoning laws, 
reversed by Jesus. He reversed our 
thought about ambition, pomp, and 
success. The men of Israel had their 
fellows neatly zoned out in terms of 
the respectable and the unacceptable. 
They worshipped a God who was a 
strictly Jewish God. Jesus reversed 
these zoning laws and called men from 
the east and the west to sit at table 
with Abraham. Follow the Prince of 
Peace through history as he reverses 
the zoning laws that destine some men 
to slavery and a select few to freedom; 
as he upsets zoning laws that consign 
the mentally ill to dismal dungeons, 
children to factories; laws that pro- 
scribe all not members of the one true 
church; laws that make some men sec- 
ond class citizens by virtue of race 


Pave 244 


on. Difficulty passes just in time for 


or creed. 

But the question for us- can we ac- 
cept this Divine intention to rezone 
our common life? Herod did not want 
to live in this rezoned world. He was 
brutally honest about it. Do we want 
this unzoned world? Is this really good 
news? or do the implications throw fear 
and trembling into our hearts? Do we 
fear the justice and love of God? What 
are our honest thoughts and motives as 
the Advent design touches our atti- 
tudes and prejudices, our community and 
nation? There is a part of Herod in each 
of us, a part that fears the full impli- 
cations of our Christian faith, a part 
that prefers the 23rd Psalm to the Song 
of Mary, there’s a part of us that re- 
coils when God’s justice touches what 
we hold to be our security! It is here 
in our heart and conscience that the 
ever coming Christ wrestles for domin- 
ion. 

This is Advent! We witness to the 
continued coming of the Prince of Peace 
into our lives. He will most surely 
come in all his glory and splendour 
to those prepared to receive his truth. 
It is our eager faith that hails the words 
of the prophet with joyous cry: ‘“Blessed 


is he who comes in the Name of the 
Lord.’’ 


MORBUS SABBATICUS 


A Sunday illness peculiar to church- _ 
goers; Symptoms vary, but never inter- 
fere with normal appetite; attack never 
lasts more than twenty-four hours; 
physician never needed; intermittent 
attacks at first, then chronic, malig- 
nant, and fatal --in order named, 

The attacks come suddenly every ; 
Sunday morning;no symptoms felt on j 
Saturday night; patient sleeps well — 
until late Sunday morning, eats hearty 
breakfast, but about church-time Senin 
plains and feels the disease coming — 


patient to eat hearty dinner and go for 
an afternoon walk, or auto ride. Simi- — 
lar occurrence comes at time of even-_ 
ing church service. Patient sleeps well 
on Sunday night and has no further j 
signs of symptoms until the following © 
Sunday. a 


. 


+-Chicago Daily News, sub- 
mitted by subscriber, 
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JAMASCUS 
and ARABIA 


W. FRANKLIN HARKEY 


TEXT: Galatians 1:17 “I went away 
into Arabia; and again | return- 
ed to Damascus.’’ 


AMASCUS and Arabia mark two 
important steps of every believ- 
er in Christ; Damascus, the 
sour of conversion; Arabia, the vital 
pexperience with God. These names 
fare not simply spots on the map. They 
signify great spiritual experiences. 
[They spell out in unmistakable form 
the life and destiny of one of the 
preatest of all the servants of God, 
he Apostle Paul. Possessing these 
ywo experiences, the Christian can 
eace life unafraid. 

In modern times both Damascus 
nd Arabia have their significance. 
All the world is familiar with the Ara- 
xian Knights’ stories. This fabulous 
country is frequently in the head- 
jines now. It gave to the world the 
sacred book of the Mohammedans, 


Both Damascus and Arabia must 
;ave appealed to Paul. As he walked 
the streets of the city he could think 
\f the historic significance of the city, 
the oldest city in the world, the city 
vhere Eliezer came seeking a wife 
jor Isaac. These fabulous places have 
*een enshrined in fable and story as 
me cradle of the human race. 

As interesting as the historical 
packground is, these places are sym- 
cols of great spiritual experiences. 
as such we may discover theis mean- 
mg for us. The Apostle tells us, “‘T 
yent off to Arabia, and on my return 
came back to Damascus.’’ Manifest- 
y the sentence describes more than 
record of a trip. Life can hold for 
s also a journey like that. 


Jashington, Pennsylvania 
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First, Damascus, the 
Soul’s Crisis 

Conversion is a religious experi- 
ence, Saul of Tarsus found it that way. 
Every student of Scripture knows of 
his crisis. Three times in the book 
of Acts the story is repeated. When 
Christ appeared to Saul on the way to 
the ancient City something very vital 
happened, There was a Voice from 
heaven, a response by Saul, and a new 
life came into being. He knew that 
Christ had met him on the way and 
that his entire future would be changed. 
It was a soul shattering experience as 
real as anything in his life. Conver- 
sion for Saul came suddenly and dra- 
matically, but for most people it comes 
gradually, yet just as real. 

Insofar as our experience is concern- 
ed every man comes to this crisis some- 
time. It may not come in the same way 
as it did to Saul, but nevertheless it 
becomes a crisis upon which eternal 
issues revolve. Men still face life’s 
tragedies, and oftentimes they are mis- 
taken in their zeal, and sometimes are 
downright stubborn in their opposition 
to Christ. Turning unto God may be a 
process reckoned in time as when a 
soul drifts away from the teachings of 
early life or when the consequences 
of sin turn the life Godward. No one 
has expressed this truth more clearly 
than John Masefield in his ‘‘Everlast- 
ing Mercy,’’ in the person of the re- 
deemed Saul Kane, -- 


“1 did not think, I did not strive 
The deep peace burnt myself alive 
The bolted door had broken in, 

I knew that I had done with sin. 
I knew that Christ had given me birth 
To brother all the souls on earth.”’ 


Great spiritual experiences often 
date places in the mind. The very 
scenes in these experiences become 
landmarks for the soul, Aldersgate, 
for John Wesley, dated a turning point 
in his life. So was Damascus for the 
Apostle. On into Damascus he went 
after that blinding experience. Who 
assisted him to light? It was Ananias, 
a servant of God, one who was_inter- 
ested in leading souls out of darkness 
into light. The dynamic power which 
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suddenly transformed Saul from a per- 
secutor to an apostle had been mani- 
fested by a vision of Jesus, a living 
and glorified Lord. 


Second, Arabia, Symbol of 


Spiritual Vision 


Were are two landmarks in the spir- 
itual journey of one man. “Tl went off 
at once to Arabia, and on my return [I 
came back to Damascus.”’ Amid the 
mountain peaks of Arabia the new con- 
vert met his new found Saviour. There 
alone in quietness and solitude Paul 
committed himself to God for the fu- 
ture. Two steps on the way to destiny 
are revealed, one on the Damascus 
road, the other in fabled Arabia. 

From this lofty mountain top of vi- 
sion a man moves out in the first cer 
tury to proclaim the unsearchable rich- 
es of Christ. Who shall say now that 
our lives do not need these quiet pla- 
ces where the soul can meet God un- 
trammeled by the noisy world? Life 
now is so cumbered of things that we 
miss the communion with God. Soli- 
tude can only become the mother coun- 
try of the strong as we push aside some 
of the activities that crowd our lives 
and wait for God. Two often this hap- 
pens in the church,-the house of God 
must be a beehive of activity. We have 
lost the spirit of the old hymn which 
exhorted, 

“*Take time to be holy, 

Speak oft with thy Lord.”’ 

Every Christian needs his Arabia! 
We may not journey thousands of miles 
to Arabia and walk where Paul walked, 
but this spiritual experience can be 
ours. Servants of God have always en- 
joyed this invitation to solitude and 
meditation. At the end of forty years 
in the desert, Moses stood before a 
flaming bush and realized that God was 
very near, even in such a common thing 
as a bush. Out from the desert he went 
to speak for God. Elijah likewise came 
to the desert in Arabia after the great 
triumph on Mount Carmel. He was dis- 
couraged and alone, but God met him 
and the future became clearer. One can 
tarry to study John the Baptist, that 
great soul who called a nation to re- 
pentance. For that matter our Lord 
Jesus spent forty days in the wilder 
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ness before He moved into a life of 
service for the Kingdom of God. 


Third, The Soul’s New 
Opportunities 


Arabia is needed to quiet our nerves, 
to give direction and balance for life. 
How can we expect to overcome in the 
fitful dreams of life unless our souls 
are girded, sustained, and kept by the 
power of God? “‘I went into Arabia 
and returned again to Damascus.’’ That, 

I contend, was a religious pilgrimage 
that moved the Apostle out as one of 
the greatest missionaries of all time. 
Out of Arabia the soul goes forth to 
serve the Lord. F. 

It is significant that the first place © 
Paul went was to Damascus. Outside 
of that city Paul heard a Voice! That 
was forever ringing in his soul. Why 
did he go back to Damascus? It must 
have been with a twofold purpose. 
First of all he went to regain some- 
thing of the mighty impulse that came 
to him there when he was blind for 
three days. Then, too, he must have © 
been anxious to speak to friends there _ 
about his experience. Again the Apos- 
tle tells us that he went to Tarsus. 
There, too, he must have met some of — 
his old professors and classmates. To — 
them he gave an account of what hap- _ 
pened, \ 

These incidentsremindus of an in- _ 
cident in the ministry of Jesus. To the — 
man who had been healed Jesus said: — 
““Go home to thy friends and tell them 
what great things the Lord hath done 
for you.’ There is always opportunity _ 
for the Christian to witness concern- 
ing his faith. To the thoughtful dis- 
ciple new opportunities are constant- 
ly arising where we can testify con- 
cenring our spiritual lives. 4 

These spiritual resources are need-_ 
ed to undergird our lives now, Years — 
later Paul could say from his own ex- — 
perience, ‘‘God revealed His Son in ~ 
me.’’ The Holy Spirit came into his 
life revealing the meaning of the ex- 
periences which had come to him. There 
is a touching scene in the post resur- 
rection appearance of Jesus to the dis- 
ciple on the evening of the first day. 
They were fearful and afraid and un- 
certain. Then Jesus appeared in their 
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lidst and said, ‘‘Receive ye the Holy 
ppirit.”” Out from that experience they 
p> forth into a life of witnessing. Your 
aamascus road may be rough and un- 
ertain, or it may be a way of peace 
rm the soul. In Arabia one walks with 
ed and he receives something from 
od, and he comes out of Arabia to 
) something for God! 


WV 


| 


ILL THE DEAD 
IVE FOREVER? 


GEORGE JOHNSTON 
XT: I Cor. 15:22 ‘For as in Adam 


all die, so also in Christ shall 
be made alive.’ (R.S.V. ). 


I. In Wind, Sand and Stars the famous 
rench airman, Antoine de Saint-Ex- 
very, tells how at the beginning of 
¢s career as a mail pilot on the night 
ight his field manager warned him 
sout careless compass navigation 
»ove the clouds. ‘You want to remem- 
er,’ said the manager, ‘that below 
e sea of clouds lies eternity.’ 
lIt is a warning that many healthy 
fen and women don’t hear and heed 
; often as they should. We must reck- 
with death, the brother of sleep. 
» living soul can escape. It will come 
; friend or enemy. It may come sud- 
enly or quietly, in youth or in old age; 
‘e one thing that is certain is that it 
ill come. We had all better face the 
sets of life. 
\Of course, there are blustering men 
io will not take death seriously or at 
ast are so irresponsible that they 
annot see how their death can affect 
any others among the living. Exupery 
ays again: ‘I would not give a fig for 
iybody’s contempt for death. If its 
ots are not sunk deep in an accept- 
ice of responsibility, this contempt 
pr death is the sign either of an im- 
overished soul or of youthful extrav- 
rance.’ He then contrasts a suicide, 
tho impressed him with a lack of dig- 
‘ty, with another man. ‘I remembered 
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the death of a man. He was a gardener, 
and was speaking on his deathbed: 
**You know, I used to sweat sometimes 
when I was digging. My rheumatism 
would pull at my leg, and I would damn 
myself for a slave. And now, do you 
know, I’d like to spade and spade. It’s 
beautiful work. A man is free when he 
is using a spade. And besides, who 
is going to prune my trees when | am 
gone?” 

“The man was leaving behind him a 
fallow field, a fallow planet. He was 
bound by ties of love to all cultivable 
land and to all the trees of the earth. 
There was a generous man, a prodigal 
man, anoble man! There was a man 
who, battling against death in the name 
of his Creation, could ... be called a 
man of courage!’ 

Indeed we need such courage. The 
day will come when the hand of the 
Reaper will strike in our own home. 
Then we know what desolation means! 
Then we face the grim realities of our 
mortality. Nothing can hide the sepa- 
ration. 

2. Will the dead remain dead, then? 
Is eternal separation to be our lot? 

Christians believe there is hope. 
Death for mankind is more than animal 
demise or the facing of physical pow- 
ers. It is tied up with our sin, and must 
be related to our faith that there is a 
divine Creator. ‘As all in Adam die, 
so all in Christ shall live.’ St. Paul 
argues that there are two orders of be- 
ing now. Either we remain unredeemed, 
self-centered, unscrupulous, paying 
no regard to any future possibility of 
judgment and punishment; that is, we 
are like ancient Adam in the Bible; we 
deliberately do wrong to suit our own 
convenience and may even deny God’s 
reality altogether. The end of such a 
life is death for soul and body, unless 
God has some means of arresting the 
sinner that we do not know. The al- 
ternative is that we have found the recon- 
- ciling grace of God our Father in Jesus 
Christ. We have become church members 
by professing our faith and by sharing 
the communion of saints. ‘This means 
a new kind of life, a new start here and 
-now. We are spiritual and we look for- 
ward to future blessedness, ‘Death 
cannot separate us from God’s love in 
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Christ,” we say at a Christian funeral. 
God takes the souls of the departed to 
Himself, we assure the mourning. 

About the new life of heaven we can 
speak only in pictures. It is the happi- 
est of lives; it is secure; it is fellow- 
ship with our God and all His company. 
The people there are not made perfect 
without us; and we shall not be made 
perfect until the full number of the re- 
deemed enter in. There is no possible 
end to it, for God is everlasting, and 
life with Him through Christ will be 
eternal, Joy in praising our Saviour; 
rest after conflict; exploration of our 
friends and of God’s wonders: for we 
shall know even as also we are known. 
Growing into the full likeness of Christ 
must surely await us too. 

3. Now, leaving aside all the ques- 
tions that many folk might want to ask, 
there is perhaps one that most’ would 
like to have answered. It is the simp- _ 
lest and the most poignant, and it is — 
this: How can we be sure that our dead © 
live on, without some visible proof? 

The reply may be put as a counter- 
question: ‘Are you sure of your Christ?’ 
What does it mean to you that Jesus — 
said, ‘God is not a God of the dead ~ 
people, but of the living; for He is the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob?’ 
Jesus simply couldnot believe in the 
Heavenly Father without also accept- _ 
ing Hisconstant care for His children. 
Jesus died, committing His spirit into © 
the Father’s keeping. Jesus rose from 
the dead by the mighty act of God! 
Is all this a fable and a mirage? Did — 
nothing really happen, and were Peter, — 
James, and John, the Five Hundred, 
the Eleven, James, the Lord’s brother — 
Saul of Tarsus: were they all dupes — 
end-pnaias: When Paul thinks of death, 
he thinks of being with Christ Jesus! 
his risen and victorious Saviour! — 

It willbe a new form but a continu- 
ing person. God will provide a house, — 
a garment, a body. Paul uses all three © 
methods to say that eternal life must 
in his opinion have some kind of em- 
bodiment; not flesh and blood, for that 
is mortal; but some thing by which we 


may express ourselves and communi- 
cafe. 


Again, in answer to this searching 
question, ‘But are you sure? How can 
The Exposit 
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The Sunset Hills United Presbyterian Church, 
Mt. Lebanon, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
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pwe be sure?” one might ask, ‘Are you 
Issure of the Spirit within you?’ For it 
ywas also Paul’s conviction that here 
tthe church exists. What a miracle that 
is to him! The Church is that super- 
aatural Body in which the Holy Spirit 
bof God is living. He has come to be 
the actual proof of God’s intention to 

bzive us the fullness of eternity later. 
dere and now we have the Spirit of 
Shrist, because our Risen Lord has 

mecome a life-giving spirit, part of the 
everlasting order that we call God! 
his new life is an instalment of what 
is to be; a real share in fellowship 

ith God; a real communion with Christ 


Jesus, whose body the Church is. 


The secret of Paul’s certainty! He 
as already in an eternal Body by being 
n the Church of God, His earthly fam- 
y- 

‘What think you now of Christ?’ 
‘they said to Samuel Rutherford on 
|his deathbed. ‘I shall live and adore 
‘Him.’ How could he know, if he did 
not already know Jesus Christ as a 
living, palaia. saving power in his 
life? If he did not have sweet fore - 
taste of the festal joy that is the 
Lamb’s great bridal feast of bliss 
and love. 

4, How can you be sure? Ah, men 
and women, you can only be sure 
that in Christ the dead live for ever 
when you are yourself caught into 
‘the wonder of that immortal love 


that was made flesh in the Lord Je- 
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find that MANITOWOC Church Furniture 
Company offers you conscientious cooperation, 
efficient methods of manufacture, and a product 
made from materials unsurpassed for their 
purpose. 

We invite your inquiry. 
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Muhlenberg Press 
1228 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


sus and for our sakes was crucified 
at Calvary. Life in God is offered 
to us all now; and that life is sus- 
tained by the food and drink Christ 
provides by giving us in His sacra- 
ment His flesh and blood, the tokens 
of His own deathless Pigg ee 
Redeemed people need not argue 
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over details of the life that is life 
with Christ; they must be anxious 
to preach the gospel of new life to 
the Foals Meee A and they must seek 
ever to be faithful and true in the 
Body of Christ that is the Church! 
For the danger is not that we may 
get false notions of the heavenly 
Jerusalem; it is that we may sin and 
trespass and doubt and fall away 
from our Divine Lord, that we may 
break our vows, become vain and 
conceited and careless. God save 
us from that because that is the way 
of death even for those who once 
tasted the powers of the age to come. 
--The Expository Times 


To mean Something to God, prayer 
must mean something to us. 


ooo 
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INSPIRING STORIES OF INSPIRING HYMNS 
Ernest K. Emurian, W. A. Wilde. 185-p-$2.50 

This collection of 50-true and inspira- 
tional stories back of the words and music 
of many of Christendom’s noblest hymns 
and-most appealing gospel songs, should 
find a welcome in nearly every Christian 
church library, as well as the pastor’s 
source-material library. 

They are recommended for evening ser- 
vices, devotional meetings, choir group 
get-to-gether meetings, as well as young 
people’s meetings. 

Rev. Emurian, pastor of Elm Avenue 
Methodist Church, Portsmouth, Va., and 
author of ‘“‘Living Stories of Famous 
Hymns”? widely used over the country, 
and some of which have appeared in sev- 


eral newspapers under the caption ‘‘Hymn 
Of The Week.”’ 


FAITH and HEALING 


(From page 236) 


in action, They can only bow in silent 


reverence before the Living God! 


Jesus healed the sick because He had - 


a vital faith in God. His disciples were 


unable to heal the epileptic boy at the 


foot of the mount (of Transfiguration) , 


because they had little faith, Faith and 
healing belong together, If a man has 
sufficient faith in God today, he can 
heal the sick. Did not our Lord prom- 
ise, “‘And greater things than th 

shall ye do, because I go to My Fa 


ther.” 
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THE INTERPRETER’S BIBLE 
A COMMENTARY in TWELVE Volumes 
VOLUME 6, ABINGDON, 1144-p,. $8.75 


Volume 6 contains complete texts--in 
both King James and Revised Standard ver- 
sSions--and commentary on 15-Old Testa- 
ment books: Lamentations, Ezekiel ,Daniel, 
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
“Zechariah, and Malachi, 

The writers in this volume bring together 
mto comprehensive focus the results of the 
most recent study and scholarship concern- 
mg these important, but little understood, 
ooks. Here the eternal word of God is il- 
cuminated in the light of reverent biblical 
esearch. Through the combined efforts of 
mminent scholars and skilled Bible interpre- 
rs, this volume brings the utmost of the- 
logical and homiletical thought on these 
ooks, 


Some of the names you will find in vol- 
ume 6—Theophile J. Meek; William Pierson 
Merrill; Herbert G. May; E.L. Allen; Arthur 
seffery; Gerald Kennedy; John Mauchline;- 
[arold Cooke Phillips; John A, Thompson; 
jorman F. Langford; Hughell E. W. Fos- 
oke; Sidney Lovett; James D. Smart; Wm. 
scarlett; Roland E. Wolfe; Harold A. Bosley; 
uhas. L. Taylor, Jr.; James T. Cleland; 
foward Thurman; D. Winton Thomas; ---- 
Villard L. Sperty; Theodore Cuyler Speers; 
tobert C. Dentan. 

The best minds of our time, among both 
jiblical scholars and preachers, have shared 
the making of the Volumes of The Inter- 
‘reter’s Bible. The Editors, consulting ed- 
tors, and contributors, 148 in all have been 
nlisted from all parts of the English-speak- 
g world and represent a cross-section of 
“rotestantism. 


HE VITALITY OF FAITH 

urdo E. Macdonald, Abingdon, 158-p. $2.50 
_ This book of 24-Sermons, on the general 
ppic of ‘‘How Christ’s Gospel Answers 

uife’s Questions Today’’ will be welcomed 
y ministers and laymen of the Christian 

hurch throughout the world. be 

_ The author, Pastor of St. George’s West 

‘hurch, Edinburgh, Scotland, asks him- 
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self, ‘“‘What signs of hope are there?” 
that the Christian faith can meet the chal- 
lenge of an age of doubt and upheaval? 
and happily comes up with the answer:- 
“Yes, the Christian faith today is fully 
adequate for the needs of our time!’’ He 
goes on to show how Christ and His gos- 
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BULLETINS 


Bible-art masterpieces and other beau- 
tiful illustrations crown Sunday-by- 
Sunday Bulletins, adding color and 
dignity to your church services. Dif- 
ferent cover design each week in two 
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print. igh td eae Size when fold- 
ed, 51/2 x 81/4 inches. 

Price, per 100% 2 ..0c0.ee. 00s 95c 


Send for free broadside, showing a 
a= year’s bulletins. 


STANDARD PUBLISHING 
Cincinnati 31, Ohio 


pel are the only answer to the great prob- 
lems that confront man today, and empha- 
sizes that our faith in Jesus Christ is 
“the bread of life’’,not a luxury. We have 
here the assurance that Christ can save 


the world. 


JESUS’ BELIEF IN MAN 


Edwin McNeill Poteat, Abingdon. 159-p, $2.50 


The sub-head of this volume is, ‘‘What 
Christ Taught About Human Nature, ’’and 
the author’s experience in the Baptist 
ministry, and as Missionary, and teacher 
of philosophy and ethics, and president 
of . Colgate-Rochester Divinity School,- 
provides a basis on which to build a deep 
and wholesome faith in Jesus and His 
love for man. Those of us who believe 
in teaching and preaching to man on the 
greatest of all themes will use and cher- 


ish this book, 


DOCTRINAL PREACHING for TODAY 
Andrew W, Blackwood, Abingdon, 224-p, 
including an 8p, Index of Passages for 
Preaching, $3.00 

The subject of this volume is discussed 
by Dr. Blackwood on page 216 in a brief 
half page, addressed to the redder, based 


on John 5:39 ‘Search the scriptures; for 


_ in'them ye think ye have eternal life: and 
~ they are they which testify of me.” 

- Contents, Part One, Meeting the Needs 
‘of Hearers, is divided into 5S-chapters: 
Needs of Churchgoers; Return to Doctrinal 
Preaching; Preaching of Doctrine Indirect- 
ly; Doctrine in Soul-Winning Sermons; Doc- 
trine in Pulpit Counseling; Doctrine in 


Ethical Sermons; Preaching of Doctrine 


ss Directly; The Call for a Doctrinal Series, 
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Part Two, Preparing a Doctrinal Ser- 
mon, is divided into 8-chapters, covers 
the choice of a doctrine to preach, illus- 
trations from Life, Teaching style, etc, 


JESUS CHRIST THE RISEN LORD 

Floyd V. Filson, Abingdon. 288-p. $4.00 
A Biblical Theology Based on the Resur- 
rection, 


The author is dean and professor of 
New Testament literature and history, 
McCormick Theological Seminary,Chicago, 
and writes for Journal of Bible and Re- 
ligion and Journal of Biblical Literature. 
He is a contributor to The International 
Lesson Annual and The Interpreter’s Bi- 
ble, Volume X. 

The eleven chapters on the Resurrec- 
tion, Index of Passages, and Index of 
Persons and Subjects, merit study and 
contemplation, 


THE IMMUTABLE MORAL LAW 


ORE and MORE widely the idea 
Mi: being accepted that whatever 


is standard practice is right--that 
there is no immutable moral law of Gods 
but only the custom and usage of the 
times. 

Truth is said to be determined by the 
consensus of opinion, i. e., by what- 
ever most of the people are saying and . 
doing. 

Polls and samplings are accepted as 
guides to truth and morals. Today we 
hear more about trends and tendencies 
than about principles. The majority de- 
termines as between right and wrong! 

Polls may determine what is being 
thought and done but that has no bear- 
ing on the wisdom of the action. r 

Kinsey proved that a lot of people 
are committing adultery, but that does — 
not repeal the Seventh Commandment! 
Nor save those who violate it, from suf- 
fering the penalty. : or an 

Public opinion approves of drinking 
but never-the-less-“‘Wine is a mocker,-— 
strong drink is raging, and whosoever 

is deceived thereby is not wise.’’ 
(Prov.20:1) teks i oe ae 
Polls only prove that many are 
wise.’’ ae ie a 
Truth has flamed with many a martyr 
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the stake while the crowd --the major- 
y --jeered. Within the moral realm polls 
ud majorities do not determine truth. 
at lies in the province of God! Though 
1 the people say otherwise, God’s 
w cannot be amended or repealed. It 
y be ignored but not with impunity. 
The consensus of opinion sanctioned 
e revélers dancing about the golden 
ilf but the moral law of God carried 
own from Mt. Sinai by Moses declared 
herwise, and God’s law was right. 
d that matter been determined by the 
onsensus of opinion, as expressed by 
impling or poll,the Ten Commandments 
uld not have been accepted. 

‘The consensus was against Daniel,the 
ree Hebrew children and the prophets,- 
t they were right. 

A sampling of public opinion condemn- 
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ed Jesus to crucifixion but truth, never- 
theless, hung with Him on the Cross. 

The moral law ordained by God can- 
not be changed by mortal man, 

“*For verily I say unto you, Till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle 
shall in no wise pass from the law, till 
all be fulfilled.’’ (Matt. 5:18). 

Thankfulness in the heart presup- 
poses acknowledgment in the head. 

Salvation is obtained solely by faith 
in the Lord Jesus Christ which accepts 
His grace of pardon, and no mediator -- 
between God and man is needed. 
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